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ASY matrimony, Mist Lilllnn Russell thinks,
is the divipnely appointed gift of the chorus
girl. By vnsy matrimony she does not mein
eanlly Algeolved matrimony, however that
may or may not be counted in It means
that the choms girl has the best chance of
muarrving of any girl in the world It meuns
thnt she hns o talent for getting a husband
which insures her never being left without anvbody It
also means that she has mare than a gambling chance of
having among thore 5f hor admirers who mean business
one of the best parti= in the world,

Miss Hussell has had experlence anag observation with
chorus girls which, nobody will dispute, make her an
nuthority. 8She Is nan egqually good authorlty upon matri-
many

“ Ah, but whnt bliss it Is to be happily married in these
geandalous times,” 18 one of her most adormble utterances

in Lady Teazle “ {'ho bhest thing that can happen to the
chorus girl 1s o get a good husband to take cnre of hep,”
ghe says with the same protty aly that bélongs, the whole
world over, to the wo

i who can nlways get a husband
nt any st of the gume

Having n hustinnd to toke core of her, Miss Russell
thinks, Is the best thing thiat can happen to any girl
Above all thing=, It Is the beat way in which the chorus
girl can end her few ghort years of a bulterfly career,
This Is especially true beciiuse, ns Miss [;u;;»‘.-'”-].._]|..\-.."_
the ordinary chorus girl Is us blind o the chances of pro-
motlon In her profession ns It I8 pos=ible for & girl to be

8he Is not deaf, or blind elther for that matter, however,
to the alluring hum of the matrimoninl chances that are
ever hovering about her

o oA
Chorus Girl Must Be Pretty.

"The chorus girl, above nll things now,” says Miss
Russell, “ has to be good looking and have n pretty figure.
If she has enough boauty to get into the chorus she has
nll the requisiter to making n good match, She haa fascl-
nition and charm enough, regularly on display under the
most begulling conditions. to bewiteh the hearts of any
number of mon, 1t would be strange If, out of the number,
fhe could not find somebody who Is not only willing but
able to tnke eare of her

" This is the best thing she ean do. The average chorus
Rirl i hopeiess when it comes to getting on in her profes-
wlon, Of wrse, there are axceptions, but they are ex-
tremely rarn As a rule she does not alm at anything in
1 world except to sing her little song nand throw herself
around in her little dance. Her lack of all dramatic effect
when she gots i chance to do a small part Is something
astonlshing Her machinellke way of saying the simplest
line I8 the despale of her managers. Bul when It comes to
mutrimony she seoms to have a special talent for it. She is
nlways sure to have pienty of admirers, and she nlwnys
has womebndy In the background who wants to marry her
I 0L ls only the butcher's clerk or the grocery boy

oA -
Many Matrimonial Chances Lost.

“The young chorus girl who comes on and makes a
it has often any number of dazzling chances which she
nften lets go hy.

But the chorus girl who geta to be 25
Eenerally lookssaround and selects the best one of her ad-
mirers and geots married
marry Into

More times than not these girls
comfortable homes They seam (o have
great attraction for doctors, and the bookmuakéer
Brenat parti for the chorus girl
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1 am Invited to any number of strange weddings,
I assure you
and tell me confidentinlly that they are going to get
ried *Well, 1T think 1 have been
onough now, Miss Russall

Many of the girls In my COMpMany coma
mnr
Einging about lang
Aand It's up to me to complete
the happiness of the ocension by se nding & couple of seats
for one of the honeymoon nights

Une of the great things in favor of the chorus girl in
these days Is that she I8 young Bhe begins whon she is
16 or . Her average age 1s 20, You will noties that there
are not many of the middle aged women in the chorus
thiat there used to be It tnkes three times as many of
the girls that they have now to make the volume of sound
that they used to get out of the °T Women >
only come In young, but the rate at
helps to keep down the averng:

K K]
Some Old Ones Still in Chorus.

" To be sure there are some women in the chorus who
ars 30 and 35, But the work that they do Ix so far fre
arduous thiat they have the bost chance in e
keeping themselves young 1 have a mot)
singing In my chorus now I'he
daughter 1s 15, byt positively you esnnot tell one from
another Fhere isn't a bt of difference botwes n them

“If It was for nothing else tha

They not
which they marry

1)
world of
ier and daughter
wWoman Is A5 and the

t her chianes Lo be
s ]
and sdmired and to secure n good husbard, the chorus gird

has not o bad lot As 1 sald, her work s not hard, she
learne and knows how to Keep her looks, and she in Just an
free from insult as the girls In stores. for
have over them the heads of departments
*1 have often known of girls turning away from the
‘thorus to avold disagrecable experiences of this kind ],'I
the chorus & girl Is not exposed to Insult from the public
as is the department store girl. B8he alwo has an "I'I“';'-
tunity for geting up In the profession if she has any
talent, Her benl talent though s for getting misrried.*

Instance, who
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One of the most noted achievements that the chorus girl
has made In the way of hearts lutely hng been by Nelly
Follis, In capturing that of Edward W. Burdick, the prom-
Inent and wealthy corporiation lawyer of New York., They
wore married by two services, one the last of December
and one In January.

Miss Follls is a pretty, brown balred and brown eyed
gitl of 22, who has always lived In Chicago and who began
her chorus career in ' The Chaperon.” Later she ap-
peared with succeas In ** The Billionalre ™ company, and
from there went to Philadelphia, where she was rehearsing
for another part at the time of her marriage. As Miss
Follis was a Roman “atholic the first marriage was per-
formed by a priest, and there was one luter in New York
by the Rev. Ernest M. Stires

At the time of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs, Burdick
the wonder begnn ag 1o where Harry Thaw had been mar-
ried In London to Florence Negbit, the one time chorus
glrl, and later the most beautiful model in the world 1t
was known that the young man‘s mother and family had
threatened to cut him off with the sum of £2,.500, which was
allowed him in his futher's will, if he poersisted. The young
man defled them all and finally, after the young ocouple
hnd kept sllent about thelr marriage In a way most {rritnt-
inig not only to all those who were anxious to know, but to
the family, who became tired of having the affair bandiecd
nbout, the mother relented. She ordercd the voung mnn
to Pittsburg, where another murringe was performod, at
which were present only herself, her oldest son, and the
mother and stepfather of the bride The share of his
father's estate which will come to the young man event-
ually, now that he has once more become reconciled to
his famlily, I8 something near $80,(080 a year

o -, -
Chorus Weddings Many in April.,

Especially have chorus circles been matrimonially
busy during April. On April 2 ft was annoutced the
Anna Roblnson had been for two weeks unknown to any-
body the countess of Rosslyn Ten yeurs ago Annn
Robinson was n poor girl in Minneapolis, She knew she
was beautiful and she declded to go on the slage because
she belleved that for her It meant the sure road to wealth
and luxury. 8he went to o New York theater manager
and asked for a place s a chorus girl, She was perfectly
satisfied to stand on the stage where she might be noticed
for her benuty.

8he proved soon to be one of the exceptions to Miss
Russell's theory She not only had a talent for making
the most of her beauty, but she Hkewise had a talent for
promotion. She made her first appearance in soubrette
parts In * The Senntor " with W, H. Crane. Bhe was soon
a prime favorite and received devoted homage from ]
young men of the front row, whose dollurs were always
at the disposal of her pleasure

o o
Millionaires Flock to Chorus Girls.

Her next sppearance was in " A Temperance Town
as Ruth. She has held In her thrall young men from
some of the most prominent families in the country and
has excelled In the art of managing men Bhe iz of &
full and wvoluptuous type, with plenty of color, brilllant
teeth, large, dreamy cyes, and a moderate fuliness of
figure. With these she has brought to hor feet the million-
nires of the new and the nobles of the old world

In Paris she was consldered more beautiful than Cleo
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e Morode. Now through her marriage with the earl of
Rosslyn =he has becomg Ister-in-law of the duchess of
Butherland and the beautiful vountess of Warwick The

countese of Westmoreland, Lady Aangvia Forbes, and
Lady Algernon Gordon Lennox, who w riecently in this
country, are also sistefe of the young carl, whose mother
wis Blanche, Lady Rosslyn I rumaored that the earl
and Ris young wife are contemplating producing a new
play In London, but this has nat been substantinted

L‘ L‘
Julia Mooney Weds Rich Man.

On the heels of the rews about ountess of Rossiyn
came the news of the marriage of Julin Mooney of the
o Barl and the Girl " company to Kenneth B, Merril, the
The marringe took place
In New York on Dec. 31, 1M, and wae known only (o
Miss Mooney's mother and ane or twao
nesased It. Merril Is 20, while his bride I8 only 17. He s
the son of 0 wealthy broker of New York and met his wife
first when she was playing In P, Part. Pouf." He dis-
tingulshed himself by being at the show every nlght dur-
ing It run In New York, To appreciats the greatness of
his devotion It is necassary to state tant it ran for 120
nights

Mrs. Merril recelvad the highest number of votes In
A two weeks' contest for the prettiest girl in Now York
and wns awarded a free trip to the 8t. Louls falr An
clopement was plunned at that thoe, the plan being for

friends who wit

the young couple o go to 8t LoulE In an auwtomaoablle, but
ft was Intorfs
of thelr purpose last winter remained n secret untll the
young man followed his wife to Chlcage when she was
laying In " The Earl und the Girl

Another herolne to g pretty stom.
Holt of Boston, who was ane of the sweet voleed canaries
in Woodland " last year. She hus married Charles H

1 with by relatives The secompliahment

romance s Dorothy

MRS, HARRY K THAW
(EVELYN NEﬁBlT)

MRS. CHARLES ROGERS
( MAY LES3LIE)

Bowers, the Robin Hood of the sanme company. Both of
the young people are blessed with rich parents. Mr. Holt
gavs lils daughter will not remoin on the stage and that
the young couple are golng, ns soon as the season Is ended,
to the Holt summer home at Francestown, N. H. Mrs
Bowers i5 only 17, and was sducated at Newton High
Innds.  8he was n student st the New England conscrvi
tory when she was asked last yeoar to gn in the * Wood-
Iand " company -

It was nlso In April that there enme the newa of the
engagement of Charles Rogers of New York, son of the
president of o $25, 00,000 corporation, to May Leslle.  'ntll
recontly Miss Leslie has been 0 member of the Lew Flelds
company. She s to be married to Rogers as soon as she
secures n divores from her present hushand, The familly
of the man are opposad to the match nnd have thraatened
to distnherit him, but he has not been terrorized by this
course, und definite plans for the wedding have been made

‘t‘ \‘
Lord Ashburton Cupid’s Victim.
Umnii f the most tariling announcements eame on
April 20 of the engagement of Missx Frances Helmont 1o

Lord Ashburton, n descendant of that Lord Ashburton
who, ns Britlsh ambassador ot Washington, negotinted ths
Ashburton treaty Lord Ashburton, whom Miss Belmont
I8 to marry, s o widowir his wife, i daughter of Vis
count Hood, dled year agn last Janunry. He s the head
of the fumous London banking company of Baring

The career of Miss Belmont reads like s falry tale
She I8 8 New Yorker., though she was born in Treland
Her firat appenrance on the gtage was as ong of the broom
and mop girls in the chorus of *° Miladl'

“ When Magsie Dolan serubbed the foor
You can bet the floor was clean.”™

Miss Helmont serubbed an she sang in the chorus of
twelve girly and she made anch a hit thet she soon had a
chance to make an eagler living by posing for art and
fashion magazines. She found that there was more money
und less work In allowing herself to be photographed
than In the life of a chorus glrl and she followed this for
a lUttle while untll she, ane day, reappeared on the stage
in the Florodora sextet, Al this time she was ambitious
and asked for something Lbetter than the part of a * Pretty
Mulden This did not fall in with the ldea of her man-
agers, and she left

Florodora.”

‘-‘ ﬁ‘
Determination Wins High Place.
Her next work was in the ' Toreador Bhe had a

vaulting smbition, and In her ldeas of what part she would
like to piay, that of the leading woman In A Measnge
from Muars ' took complete possession of her mind. One
night Churles Hawtrey was In a box at the " Toreador.”
Do you see that man over there!’ whispered Mins
Belmont to the chorus girl nest to her That's Charles

TAE CHORVS GIRL HAS
AANCE TO WIN & HU§

BAND

MRS EDWA

W. BURDIC
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Hawtrey, the great English actor. 1 am going to get that
man to give me a place In his company. You watch and
8o’

The next thing that happened was that the world of
chorus girls, soubrettes, and managers was electrified to
hedar that Frances Belment was engnged as the lending
womun of Charles Hawtrey in " A Message from Maors'”
How she meét Mr Hawtrey no one coould learn. When
nsked ns o how she got the engungement she answored

“ 0, he just offered me the part and 1 accepted i

* Had he ever seen you act?’

0, yes, | went down to a rehearsal and ran through
A few riles for him one afternoon and He offered me th
contract.”

Managerg and every one who bad seen Mise Belmont
joined in the predicetion that she would not ' make good.”
“8he has had no experience,’” siuid a well known manager
" 8he can't even walk across the atage. 1 have a dozen
girls In my chorus who conld do as well as she can”

That this wiae all o matter of mere plate WiRS Foen
when it resulted that Miss Belmont did make good. Now
she has made good matrimonially also. Her home |8 In
a lttle flat In New York with her mother and two slsters
They have even now gone across to be preésent at the weil-
ding. Mise Belmont hersolf, however., who feels that her
education has hoen defieient, |2 In a convent in Parig learn.
ing many things which will help to fit her for the high
position which she will be called upon to fill

Other chorus girls who have married Britlsh peers have
filled the position with credit, Most prominent of these Is
Rosie BRoote, who murried the marguls of Headford, This
ghe did In spite of all the efforts of King Edward and the
mother of the marquis. The marchioness was exececdingly
bitter In her opposition and managed to get hold of the
license, which the marnuix had procured st the Maryvle
bone church—a move by which she delayved the coromony
Miss Boote was then playing the part of o soubrette gt the
Gayely
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King Edward Tries to Inferfere.

When she dropped out of the chorus every one thought
that the marchioness had given In. Instead, however, ghe
made a frantic appeal to King Edward to help her upset
it, He took n hapd and ordered the young man imprisoned
in the barrncks of the Life Guards, of which he was lleu
tenant This was hécause the geung mon hnd written a
pert letter to him when he had presumed to advise him as
to his matrimoninl affalre

But the love that laughs at locksmithe, stern parents,
and other trifiex, however, found a way Opposition finally
broke down, and the young marguis and mar nness have
become fixtures st the famlily sedt at Heandford house,
Kells, Ireland, No one denles Rosle Boote 8 muking &
good wife and that she has much {mproved the young
marquis, who I8 a few years her junlor

Other marringes which have turned out happlly are
thoge of Mra, Joseph Jefferson Jr., who was Christle Me-
Donald] and o less prominent young singer, Harrlet Btan-
don, who was married about the same time to young 8nell
af Bloomington, Miss 8Standon, who was with " Tha
Storks " company In Chicigo, was 1M vears old when she
was married and was once of the most pttractive young
women on the stuge. Young 8nell, who i# rich In his own
right, became fascinated with her, and the marriage ook
They have lived at the family mansion In

place quickly
Bivomington, and the young man has inhe I:I!vd the bank
ing business of his father and (8 also helr ta the estats
of his grandfather, * Tom ™ 8nell of Clinton, who Is a
millionalre

Mra Joseph Jefferson, who was a gréat favorite with
the veteran actor, has won a prominent social pesition for
herself, and charma every one who meets her by her

gracioun and unaffected manner

o o+
Divorce Follews in Some Cases.

Another marriage which attracted a great deal of ativn
tion when it took place war thiat of Marie Tuhoy to Thom-
as A. Edison Jr. The marrisge ereated o great futter
among the chorus girls of New York, A divorce followed
and Mre Fdison {8 now biack in the chorus,  Afsimilar
cdse which happened about the same timoe Was that of
Mrx. Charles Franels Thaw, a couxin of the countess of
varmouth, who married Francis Rush The marriage
took place after a courtship which lasted seven days and
the young couple lived together just five weeks, A divorce
ensued. with the result that the young man wias ordered
by the court to pay the bride an alimony of 80 weekly.

Strangest of all is the remarkabie story of the wife of
young R. H. White, the son of the millonalre of Boston,
Am a pretty lttle blonde, Mre, White was first seen by her
husband when she was working as a cashier In the great
dry goods store of which his father is the owner. It was
love st first sight, and although the White family ob-
jected at first, the mother of the young man fNnally helped
him win his bride, the new dasughter was welcomed Into
the family, and they were married In spite of the fact
that she was well recelved and admired soclally, the young
husband tired of hin wife and neglected her. Then she

bethought her of the cherus, Inte which she has used

matrimony a8 & stepping stone,




